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Ten community projects 
get cash boost in first 


round of funding 


TEN community groups and projects from 
across the Leys were winners in the first 
round of applications for Community First 
Funding. 

Gardening groups, computer facilities, a the- 
atrical production, summer holiday activities and 
games for nursery children are all set to benefit 
from the pay out. 

Thirteen groups applied for a cash injection, 
but this time round only ten were successful. 

Cheryl Snudden the Neighbourhood Local- 
ity Officer for the Leys said: “The initial round of 
the Community First Funding for the Leys area 
proved to be a huge success, overall there were 
13 applications with the total amount of funding 
requested amounting to £8897.50. 

“The bids were received from a range of com- 
munity groups and community projects, but due 
to the high volume of applications and only £5624 
available the panel had to make some hard deci- 
sions which resulted in ten community projects 
receiving money towards their good cause and 
only two of those benefiting from the full £750.” 

Among the successful applications was the 
Leys Community Market which was given £750. 
The aim of the project is to set up and develop a 
local community market which will increase the 
access the community has to fresh affordable 
produce. 


THE LEYS CDI 


The Leys Community Development Initiative was 
given £650 for its project which aims to engage 
young people in positive activities during the 
summer holidays; the Community First Funding 
will be used for the T Shirt Project. 

Local radio station OX105 FM needs to raise 
funding towards buying an aerial and transmitter 
and received £287. 

The Joseph Production Group from Church of 
the Holy Family requested funding towards the 
community production of Joseph and his Amaz- 
ing Technicolour Dreamcoat and received £625. 

The Clockhouse was awarded £750 to sup- 
port the running of the IT Project aimed at people 
aged over 50 who want to learn computer and 
digital photography skills. 

Leys News was also a winner and received 
£650 towards the purchase of a new large-scale 
printer. 
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Leys News is a not-for-profit business dedicated to providing news a spend some time with a very 
and information to the whole community. We are not affiliated to BY the time this month’s issue inspiring member of the team 
any political party, and we operate an equal opportunities policy. of Leys News drops through at The Children’s Centre and 
We encourage any resident to get involved in our work. FO R CHAR ITY your letter box, the London you can read all about that in 
2012 Olympics will be in ial feat 
NTACT . our special feature. 
co Cc STAFF from the Knights Road full swing (unless of course 
Address: Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Tattoo Studio (see page 5) in our brilliant delivery system HAVE YOUR SAY 
Grecleneys, Ono Ox 18% Blackbird Leys are organising a has somehow gone horribly There is also the chance to 
Phone: 01865 711756 custom bike show as part of the wrong!) have your say by taking part 
Editor: editor@leysnews.co.uk Chalgrove Live Music festival. . We have had the in our special reader survey. 
The festival on 3—5 August will it £of the torch 
Advertising: advertising@leysnews.co.uk include 20 live hands as well ac ExXCKEMent OF Ine tore We are lucky to have the . 
Website: www.leysnews.co.uk the custom bike show display and relay lee plies Leys very privileged job of bringing 
competitions. Among the trophies pnap pel koe hata Wee this newspaper to your door 
WHO’S WHO to be won are best trike, best there to capture some of the every month, and it’s really 
Board of Directors: Sasha East (chair), Teresa Fieldwick, vintage bike, best paintjob and best | [0cal Sree for us as the important that we do a good 
Marie Jones, Sam Linton, David Potter, Alex Solaja in show. rae made its way through job. Please let us know what 
t : tli 
Editor: Sarah Edwards For more information ge eaiueemien: you do phaek t de so that 
editor@leysnews.co.uk visit www.facebook.com/ i Ce aes We ms He Saye 
fan ox.deviantzbrotherhood SVOn DEUCE 
cae mae peureade occasion? Maybe you will For our younger readers 
Distribution Manager: Lorraine Heritage be having a mini Olympics there is the chance to win 
Business Manager: John Charlton L ETT E RS of your own or perhaps you some fabulous books in our 
Volunteers: Janet Pavelin, Flora Waigumo-Pereirai, Trio Watson Dear Editor will be enjoying some of your special summer holidays 
Contributions by: Pete Dalton, James Dally, lan Fieldwick, | can only say “well done” to the Coun- oe ens rary colouring compenton So gtep 
Kate Griffin, Stuart Mabbutt, Jacek Majewski, Natalie cil workmen who strimmed the grass any Menge get toget er. those pens and pencils and 
Wallace, Alan Witton, Trio Watson, Jane Yates verges on Grenoble Road, all the way Perhaps like our resident get creative! 
from Brake Hill to the Kassam Stadi- columnist Alan ‘Pet Hates’ However you spend 
Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Ltd, Newspaper um and beyond, the other week. | may Witton you have had just the next month | hope it is 
neMoes Fecletoey/IMee eh Suen BO LSmlies NOE AEN be one of the few people who stands about enough of the whole with friends and family and 
ISSN 2046-2948 on that verge to catch a bus, but it thing and can’t wait for it to be involves at least some fun in 
was getting a little tedious with thistles over! the sun (fingers crossed!) 
and so on up to shoulder height! One If you do mark the 


LEYS NEWS acknowledges financial assistance from: Catalyst Communities Housing of the bus drivers actually failed to 
Association, Oxford Citizens Housing Association, Oxford Brookes University, Oxford see me hidden in all the foliage and 
City Council and the Wates Foundation. whizzed past. 


occasion please let us know Have a great month! 
how you did it and send us Best wishes 
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Do you always receive a copy of Leys News? What would you like to see less of? LEYS N EWS READER S U RVEY 


READ ALL ABOUT IT... 
and then tell us 
what you think! 


Do you always read Leys News? 


Which part of the paper do you enjoy the most? Why? 
Would you ever be prepared to volunteer as part of our 
team at Leys News? 
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, I LATER this year, the 100th really struggling to survive, we 

, FRESE Ts Eee Pe TTT Bee ET REET TOPE , issue of Leys News will roll feel privileged and proud of 

, y - , off the press. As part of our the service we are providing to 

properly balanced? , celebrations we thought it was our communities and we want 

I about time we asked all our to improve what we do so that 

readers what they REALLY the service is even better and 
think of our very special com- reaching even more people. 

1 Which part of the paper do you dislike the most? Why? I munity paper. ye The ae of Aes ea 

I : : I After 100 deadlines and be published in our 100th issue 

I Why is Leys News important to you? I press days, we like to think that in a couple of month’s time. The 

I I all our hard work, dedication readers who we feel send in the 

I I and pure love for Leys News most constructive comments 

| I has really paid off, but unless will be featured in the paper. 

I I you tell us what you think of the 

I I paper-we will never know! We would be delighted if you 

l ; : I Hyperlocal news outlets like could take the time to answer 

1 , ; If you had to describe ee to a new resident on the 1 Leys News and the other com- _ our reader survey and either 

1 What would you like to see more of in the paper? estate, what would you say? munity newspapers that we email us or post us your 

I y help to produce from our offices comments to Leys News, 

I at Kingfisher Green, are be- 26 Kingfisher Green, Oxford 

I coming increasingly important. OX4 7BX. 

, I We already know that people 

1 , in communities like the Leys We are very grateful for the 

1 , really enjoy reading news ina support of the community. 
newspaper rather than online Thank you for taking the time to 

; I because independent national take part in this survey. 

I Name Address I research has proved that. 

I ; I At a time when many local 

: Phone number Email : commercial newspapers are 
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INSPIRING TRIP FOR SLIGO 


KEEN gardeners from the Leys were inspired and en- 
thused by their recent visit to the Royal Horticultural 
Society gardens at Wisley. 

Reg Curnock (left) from the group said: “It is a wonder- 
ful place to visit. We made our way through many seclud- 
ed spots, marvelling at all the textures, colours and smells 
of the herbaceous borders surrounding the paths. 

“The contrasting areas of gardens were a wonder to 
behold. There had been a tremendous deal of thought, 
rE. time and knowledge that had gone into the creation of 
these wonderful areas. What really interested me were the 
vegetable gardens, where much thought had been put into 
the various and calculated methods of growing the veg- 
| etables in order to get people’s enthusiasm to grow their 
own off to a good start.” 

Reg added: “Other parts of the gardens that impressed 
me were the Alpine gardens that had just been redesigned. 
The placement of the large and small rocks and the 
undulating structures revealing all the little pockets 
between the rocks where they had placed such exquisite 
alpine plants were really something to see. It all looked so 
simple but I bet it took a lot of planning and design.” 


The next trip is to Moreton-in-Marsh Market and Batsford 
Arboretum, Tuesday 9 October. Contact Pat Scourfield on 
01865 771613 or Sally Meachim on 01865 395908 


FREE summer | CASHIN THE BANK FOR 
fun for all ages! — LOCAL GROUP FRONT PAGE = 


ANOTHER series of intergenerational 
summer fun activities for the young and the 
old is planned for the Leys this August. 

The CDI Youth (9-25 year olds) and 
Clockhouse Project (over 50s) supported 
by the Leys Housing Consortium are again 
bringing the generations together to talk, to 
have fun and share in a series of exciting 
workshops for young and old. 

Last year the workshops were a huge 
success for all involved with everyone 
getting to know and appreciate each other 
and with some surprise how much both 
generations have in common and can 
benefit from each other. 

Organisers hope that even more 
people join the very friendly and uplifting 
workshops this year. 


Paul and Veronica Layden at the gardens. 


SUPPORT FOR 
LOCAL PROJECTS 


COMMUNITY projects Scheme received £5000 
across the Leys have towards its running costs and 
benefitted from a £13,000 Assisted Reading for Children 
pay out from Blackbird in Oxfordshire were given 


Leys Parish Council. £750 to support the training of 


The following workshops will take place Funds were given to voltieer= in Baek 


in the Barn or in the Clockhouse: groups and organisations LEYS JOSEPH 
@ Thursday 9 August: 1—3pm, Zumba to help with running costs, PRODUCTION 
Workshop in Clockhouse and Drumming Gocpand/Siige work party development work and The Church of the Holy 
Workshop in the Barn. special events. Family was awarded £1100 
. i .. Funding of £562 was also given to the Blackbird Leys Allot- Leys News was one of the _ to help with the Leys Joseph 
eG eee digo ment Association to help refurbish allotment facilities over two organisations to be supported Production to a maximum 
with lunch break, Gardening Workshop allotment sites, provide affordable fresh produce to the commu- and was awarded £3250 of £1100. Sasha East who 
die Cleckhouse 1.30-3pm, and nity and to create a community remembrance garden. towards running costs. is helping to organise the 
Intergenerational Tea Party ia the Bara trent Gardening group SLIGO was given funding of £350 to Business Manager production said: “We are 
3-4pm, with freshly baked cake provide speakers for meetings and assistance towards running John Charlton said: “We delighted to have been 
, , costs. are delighted to have been supported financially by the 
® Thursday 23 August: 11am—1pm, The Frys Court Partnership is providing a Good Health Event supported by the Parish Parish Council. This will really 
Drumming Workshop in the Barn and Art which will promote healthy living to residents in Frys Court, £300 Council and we are extremely help us to put on a great 
and Design Workshop in the Clockhouse was allocated to provide a lunch for 150 people. grateful to them for this grant — production for the benefit of 
Everyone is welcome but it helps with the The Dovecote Voluntary Parent Committee received £700 to which will help towards our everyone living in the Leys.” 
planning if you are able to book a place in provide indoor and outdoor games for the nursery. running costs. At a time The Dovecote Voluntary 
. oe, , when funds are not readily Parents Committee was 
advanced. mPOlancous palveipants Very The next round of Community First funding is now available, it is great that the awarded £2500 to purchase 
welcome! places lan. open and will close at 4pm on 24 August. If you — Parish Council is able to help —_ pre-school equipment, and 
Please call Sally at the Over 50s would like to apply for funding for your community community projects on the Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Clockhouse Project on 395908 project/group details can be found at oe Leys.” Playground was given £480 
or Marsha at the CDI Youth Office www.oxford. gov.uk/PageRender/decC/CommunityFirstFund.htm#2 The Blackbird Leys towards shelving and office 


or by emailing communities@oxford.gov.uk 


on 395927 to secure a place. 
. or contacting Cheryl Snudden 01865 252646. 


Neighbourhood Support equipment. 
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LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM 


CANNABIS FACTORY 


THAMES VALLEY 


The Neighbourhood Team 
assisted a neighbouring Police 
team at a house that had been 
used as a cannabis factory. The 
information was given from a 
member of the public, and led to 
Police finding this factory that had 
over 400 plants inside. 

PCSO Sheehan added: “This 
just shows that it really is one 
small bit of information that could 
prove to be the most important. 
Over the last few weeks our team 
have been stopped or contacted 
by members of public who wanted 
to pass on information about drug 
activity in they are concerned 
about or have witnessed. The 
team are as ever grateful for our 
community engaging with us and 
informing of such incidents. We 
hope that this information will lead 
to some positive results very soon. 

“PCSOs have had some 
positive drug stops in the last few 
weeks resulting in two people 
having fixed penalty notices given 
and one arrested and reported 
to court for possession of a 
controlled drug.” 

He added: “A suspicious man 
who was seen around the estate 
in his vehicle made off from 
officers at the beginning of the 
month. On searching the vehicle 
a substantial amount of cannabis 
deals were found and seized. The 
investigation is still ongoing. 


BB GUN WARNINGS 


THAMES Valley Police are 
investigating reports of a BB gun 
being used in Gillian’s Park. 

PCSO Barry Sheehan from 
the Neighbourhood Policing 
Team said: “It was reported to 
us that some young children 
had purchased a plastic BB gun 
and had been firing at people in 
Gillian’s Park. 

“Thankfully no serious injuries 
were caused but the youths using 
the toy gun and their parents 
have been visited and warned 
of their behaviour. The team will 
also be looking into where the 
toy gun was purchased and look 
at measures to educate and deal 
with traders appropriately.” 


eve for you 


SPAR 
Dunnock Way 


Greater Leys 


OPEN 
7AM TILL 10PM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


“The Neighbourhood team 

asks any residents who have 

any information or suspect an 
individual, a group or a property 
to be involved in some form of 
drugs offences please contact the 
neighbourhood team on the below 
number or contact Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.” 


AUTO CRIME 


There seems to be an increase in 
vamoose style car theft. Vamoose 
burglaries often happen when car 
keys are left next to an open door 
or window of a building. In some 
extreme cases, thieves have put 

a long stick or fishing rod through 
letterboxes to hook the car keys 
and make off with the vehicle. Five 
men from the estate have been 
arrested in connection with these 
types of offence and three are on 
bail awaiting court appearance. 

A few tips: 

@ Park your car in a well-lit area 
such as on your driveway or on 
the road under a street lamp. 

@ Make sure that your vehicle is 
properly dead-locked and that the 
alarm is fully activated. 

@ Lock all car windows and doors. 
@ Keep your car keys away from 
any windows and doors to prevent 
them from being “fished” through 
letterboxes, or seen from outside 
to tempt the thief but make sure 
you know where they are in case 
of fire 


STOCK UP WITH 


BARBECUE 
ESSENTIALS 


ROBBERY 


Thames Valley Police is appealing 
for information about a robbery 
which occurred in a shop in 
Balfour Road in Blackbird Leys on 
12 June. At about 8pm, a white 
man wearing a black padded 
jacket with the hood pulled up, 
and with a scarf around the 
lower part of his face, came into 
the Best One shop and walked 
up to the counter. He held up a 
knife with a four inch blade and 
reached behind the till to grab a 
box containing cash. He didn’t say 
anything during the incident, and 
then left on foot. The man was in 
his early twenties and has dark 
brown hair. He was wearing grey 
or dark jeans or jogging bottoms. 

Det Insp Steve Raffield said: “| 
am keen to speak to anyone who 
may have seen this man either 
before or after the robbery, or who 
may know who he is.” 

If you can help, please call 


CONTACT 


August 2012 


Det Insp Steve Raffield, at Oxford 
CID, via the 24-hour Police 
Enquiry Centre on 101. 

If you don’t want to speak to 
police or leave your name, call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


THAMES VALLEY ALERT 


Thames Valley Alert is the new 
system for receiving crime and 
policing updates for your area. 

The state-of-the-art system 
allows anyone who signs up to 
chose what updates they receive 
and how they would like to receive 
it. A new option includes receiving 
information via text and more 
traditional landline and email 
messages will still be available. 

You can also filter the updates 
you receive by specifying the 
priority level of the messages you 
receive. 

To sign up to receive alerts 
visit www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk 


To contact the neighbourhood team call the police non emergency 
number 101 but if your call is an emergency then dial 999. 


You can also email us at: Leysneighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
(please note this email address cannot be used to contact 
Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent matters.) 


If you have information about crime or Anti Social Behaviour 
in your area but you do not want to speak to the police, 
please call the Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555111. 


To view information on the team you can 


visit the force website at: www.thamesvalley.police.uk 


You can also follow the neighbourhood team on Twitter: twitter.com/tvp_bbleys 


SLUSH PUPPIES 
£1.25 for 
a Maxi Cup 
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GIVING THE RECESSION 
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LEYS NEWS Community photographer Pete Dalton was among the crowds in 
Blackbird Leys who were lucky enough to see the London 2012 Olympic 
Torch on its journey through the estate. Crowds lined routes across 
Oxfordshire to celebrate the event. 


WHILE many businesses are struggling for 
customers and cash flow, the body art and 
piercing business is booming and the Knights 
Road Studio in Blackbird Leys is no exception. 

Tattoo artist lan Austin has been creating living 
works of art since 1982 and has a full order book 
of customers keen to enhance their bodies with his 
skilled artistry. He moved his business to the Leys 
exactly a year ago and has been busy ever since. 
He said: “Il am quite well known in Oxford and on 
the Leys and have been tattooing for 30 years. | 
was based in Oxford for quite some time but didn’t 
have my own shop. It took about ten months to get 
organised and | worked on my own at first but now 
have some other artists to help me.” 


ORIGINAL ART WORK 


Customers come from all over Oxfordshire to the 
, studio, as well as further afield. lan added: “I have 

clients from Birmingham and Manchester—even 
the Isle of Wight. As well as tattoos | have also cre- 
ated a lot of the original art work that you can see 
on the walls in pubs across Oxford, and have also 
done a lot of fine engraving work on glass.” 

As well as running a successful business, 
the team at Knights Road are involved with the 
Chalgrove Live Music Festival next weekend (3-5 
August). 

lan added: “We have organised a custom bike 
show at the event in aid of the Clic Sargent charity 
that helps children with cancer. Through our motor- 
cycle club we do a lot of fundraising and this is an 
important event for us.” 

The festival will include more than 20 live bands 
and tickets are £20 for the weekend or £10 for a 
day ticket. More information is available from 

' www.clmfestival.com. 


.. For further information about the 
custom bike show email 
deviantz.officers@yahoo.co.uk 
or call in to the Knights Road Studio or 
visit www.knightsroadstudio.com 
01865 436185 


Olympic celebrations at Rosewood 


MEMBERS of the Rosewood ‘ 
# 


Daybreak Club in Greater 
Leys got into the Olympic 
spirit by making their own 
version of the Olympic torch. 

Daybreak is a specialist 
charity offering stimulation 
and socialisation for people 
living with a dementia, such 
as Alzheimer’s, as well as 
providing a day’s respite for 
carers. 

Daybreak is about ena- 
bling people with a dementia 
to lead a more engaged and 
fulfilling life by providing fun 
and company. The involve- 
ment of family, friends and 
carers in Daybreak’s activi- 
ties is also encouraged as 
their lives are often deeply 
affected by dementia too. 
Those who love and look 
after someone with dementia 
can feel anxious, vulnerable 
and isolated. 

Daybreak provides a 
monthly carers support 
group to help family carers. with dementia by providing Daybreak is an Oxford 
The incidence of dementia a stimulating yet safe social _—_ charity and has three clubs 
increases with age and peo- environment enabling carers in North Oxford, Greater 
ple are living longer. There and their families to enjoy Leys and Kidlington. A small 
are currently over 7500 a day’s respite. Daybreak team of trained staff and vol- 
people in Oxfordshire with clubs can act as an antidote _unteers offer a programme of 


John Palmer with his Olympic torch. 


dementia. Daybreak through 
its clubs helps to improve 
the quality of life of people 


to the loneliness, isolation or 
despair that may accompany 
this distressing condition. 


group activities and care at 
each club. 
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TAKE A PRIDE 


OXFORD City Council's 
Public Health Team is calling 
for people to take a pride in 
their community and be aware 
of environmental problems in 
their street. 

The council has stepped 
up its action on environmental 
crime, and identified problem 
areas, households and 
even individuals who persist 
to live irresponsibly in the 
community. 

The Public Health team 
is committed to tackling any 
problems and has warned that 
it will take enforcement action 
where necessary. 

Acity council spokesman 
said: “It is a common 
misconception that those 
caught committing an 
environmental crime will not 
face criminal ramifications. 
This is untrue. The maximum 


fine if prosecuted is £50,000 
and you will also get a 
criminal record, which will 
be visible to any employer 
and may therefore have a 
negative impact on your 
career. The City Council will 
also take enforcement action 
against households who fail 
to keep their gardens and the 
environs of their property clear 
of waste and bulky items.” 
The spokesman added: 
“When waste is neglected 
in a garden or elsewhere, it 
is likely to harbour rats and 
vermin. When there is a rat 
problem in one area, ina 
confined space or otherwise, 
the likelihood of rats and 
vermin spreading elsewhere 
is greater. This has an 
enormous impact on human 
health and affects our own 
quality of life.” 


The council has issued 

the following guidelines 

to help people dispose of 

their rubbish properly: 

m Recycle as much as you 
can 

m Leave see-through bags 
of recycling only by the 
side of your blue bin 

m You can drive your waste 
to your nearest refuse 
depot at Redbridge 

m= The council provides a 


free bulky waste 
collection service 

g If you are using a 
private company to dispose 
of your waste, ask to see 
the driver’s waste carrier 
licence. If they do not 
have the correct licence, 
they can not dispose of 
your waste legally. Both 
the courier and the resi- 
dent are responsible and 
can be enforced against. 


For more information on how to recycle and dispose of 
waste correctly go to www.oxford.gov.uk 
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HOT OFF THE PRESS! 


New community handbook for the Leys 


Includes a comprehensive map 
and local information about: 
ecommunity groups 


— THE LEYS 
sad al al Community 
alae Handbook 


THE Leys Community handbook, last 
produced in March 2005 has had a 
makeover to become a new, user- 


friendly, information-packed resource. 


Over the last six months, volunteers 
Janet Pavelin and Trio Watson from 
the Leys News office, in tandem with 
Leys News graphic designer Julian 
Dourado, researched and revised 
over 180 entries. 

Brief interviews were conducted 
over the phone, by email, and in per- 
son. Trio, one of the volunteers, said: 
“We really think this is a more de- 
tailed and more extensive edition of 
the handbook, much more than just 
an update of the old one. We hope it 
will be useful for individuals, projects 


and community groups to keep up 
with the details of what’s happening 
on the Leys.” 

The new edition was commis- 
sioned by the Leys Housing Consor- 
tium (Catalyst Housing, GreenSquare 
and A2Dominion) for the benefit of 
all of the residents of Blackbird and 
Greater Leys and covers Blackbird 
Leys, Greater Leys, Fry’s Hill, Shep- 
herd’s Hill, Brake Hill and Little Bury. 
It was funded by the Leys Housing 
Consortium, Oxford City Council, 
each of the City Councillors for the 
Leys, and our County Councillor Val 
Smith. 

The handbook includes sections 
on health, children and families, 
young people, older people, commu- 
nity centres, churches and other plac- 
es of worship, training and education, 
libraries and computers, recreation, 
sport and leisure, information, advice 
and help, housing, with an additional 
section of useful contacts for quick 
reference. 


LEYS MAP 


The handbook also features a newly 
designed map of the Leys and its 
facilities and features, created for 
ease of use and to be up to date with 
changes that have happened on the 
Leys in the last seven years. This 
unique map has been created by 
Julian for Leys News. It can be cop- 
ied freely by anybody who wants to 
use it for non-commercial purposes. 
This is the fifth edition of the 


Your kindness 
COULD KILL 


Please give responsibly by supporting our local charities 


THAMES VALLEY 


POLICE 


ie Oxford 
HOMELESS 


PATHWAYS 


www.oxhop.org.uk 


Two:Saints 


STEPPIN' STONE 
CENTRE 


handbook. The first was produced in 
1997. Janet said: “We started with the 
previous handbook as a guide to how 
we wanted the new handbook to look. 
Because there’s a very full section of 
‘What's on’ in Leys News itself, that 
was a good source of information for 
the handbook too. We went through 

a year’s worth of old Leys News edi- 
tions and that gave us more sources 
of events, groups and activities to 
investigate for the handbook. 

“Having assembled all of this the 
task was then to agree with repre- 
sentatives of the sponsors that we 
had the right sort of entries, and we 
were prompted by them to add more. 
After that it was then necessary to 
check the contact details were cor- 
rect and the individuals were happy 
with the information we intended to 
publish to be accurate for at least two 
years. Finally we did proofs again and 
again (we’ve lost count of how many!) 
to check everything was OK for print- 
ing. So it’s been a long journey... but 
I’m hopeful that the end product will 
be really good.” 

The cover design and layout for 
the handbook was produced in-house 
by Julian and having the resources of 
the newspaper behind the handbook 
has led to a much more user-friendly 
document. The cover features photos 
of well-known landmarks from the 
Leys and everyone’s been nipping 
out with their cameras to get the right 
pictures for the cover. 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


Giving money to those who beg 

may be keeping them on the streets. 
It is usually helping them to buy the 
drugs that will kill them. 


If you want to help, support your 
local charities or make a donation 


at 


or for more 


information and to see how you 
can volunteer your time, visit 


If you are concerned about 
someone sleeping rough or 
begging you can contact 


on 01865 304611 or 


email info@nsno-oxford.org 


Image courtesy of ThamesReach www.thamesreach.org.uk 


BROADWAY 


FOUNDATION 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Cash raised for 
local projects 


THE first Leys Community Building Open 
Day attracted hundreds of people and 
raised £1200 for local projects. 

Almost 30 local groups took part in the 
event and 500 people joined in the fun on the 
day. The cash that was raised will be rein- 
vested into community projects. 

The event would not have happened with- 
out the support and help of 95 volunteers and 
there are already plans to have another event 
next year. Community buildings including The 
Barn, The Clockhouse and The Dovecote 
were open to everyone. 

Andrew and Val Smith who opened the 
event said: “It is a great thing for the commu- 
nity because there was such a wide range of 
activities. We hope they will organise it every 
year. There is already a strong community 
here but this makes it even stronger.” 

The Open Day was organised and finan- 
cially supported by the Leys Housing Consor- 
tium (Catalyst Housing, GreenSquare, A2D) 
and the Leys CDI led by main organisers Ines 
Kretzschmar and Sally Meachim. 

Ines said: “ We would like to say a big 
thank you to all the groups and organisa- 
tions and volunteers who made the day so 
successful.” 


MP Andrew Smith (left) at the protest. 


GREEN FINGERS 


FIRST LEYS Bild oe DAY A SUCCESS 


Two young sumo wrestlers enjoying the Open Day 


MP greets Trojan 
Horse protesters 


BY KATE GRIFFIN 


OXFORD East MP Andrew 
Smith joined campaigners in 
Cornmarket Street to raise 
awareness of the RIO+20 


/ talks. 


Oxford World Develop- 
ment Movement (WDM) 
were raising awareness of 
the RIO+20 Earth Summit, 

a United Nations confer- 
ence designed to put the 
world on track for sustainable 
development. 

The policies on the table 
at RIO+20 sounded good on 


the surface but contained 
hidden dangers—including a 
worrying focus on selling off 
parts of the earth to the high- 
est bidder. The WDM cam- 
paigners carried a “Trojan 
horse” to symbolise the dam- 
aging actions being sneaked 
in to the negotiations. 
Passers-by signed post- 
cards to their MP calling 
for a fairer, more transpar- 
ent agreement at RIO+20. 
Andrew Smith MP received 
his postcards in person and 
posed for photographs with 
campaigners. 
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Want to advertise 
in Leys News? 


To discuss your advert email John at 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


Opportunities to study @) 
in Oxford w 
ruskinco|lcgc — 


Let Ruskin College 
change your life! 


Ruskin College Oxford offers: 
a second chance in education, even without 
qualifications 
the opportunity to learn with other adults 
plenty of support from tutors 
a diverse student body committed to equality 
short courses restarting in September - preparation 
for work or study 


The Open 
University 


Wildlife gardening inspiration 


WE all need inspiration 
at times, and wildlife 
gardeners are no exception, 
especially as it so easy 
to slip into conventional 
gardening techniques. 

| often have to take 


mention my name in with 
that little lot! 

Luckily for me, | spent 
a lot of my formative years 


developed and it was one of land Walks”, so maybe, just 
the last projects Brown ever maybe! 
worked on. | was lucky enough to be 
Over the last 300 years invited to share my per- 
growing up just outside and still to this day, gar- sonal story and knowledge 
Oxford in the village of dening took avery natural _ of the grounds at the recent 
Marsh Baldon. | spent many skew there, with the garden Peace in the Park event. 
merging into the country- | did so by leading some 
side and the countryside historical garden tours 
Nuneham Park in Nuneham merging in with the garden. during the day. My point is 
Courtenay, the former home Mason mixed common here, we need to take time 
of the Harcourt family and _— garden plants with wildflow- to reflect and re-acquaint 
INFLUENCES now The Global Retreat ers and didn’t over weed. ourselves with our values, 
Centre. He also grew Honeysuckle and we wildlife gardeners 
When asked who my All three of my garden- __ through his plantings of need to do that regularly to 
gardening influences were _ ing influences gardened trees and shrubs, a great avoid being consumed by 
recently, it wasn’t long here, Mason and Brown in _ way to extend the flower conventional gardening. 
before | reeled off William the 1700’s and Robinson and pollen seasons. Nuneham Park is my 
Mason, Capability Brown in the late Victorian early Lewis Carroll also inspiration, where is yours? 
and William Robinson. In 1900’s. It is the only garden walked these grounds and Happy Gardening 
100 years | hope people will left in existence that Mason called them his “Wonder- Stuart Mabbutt 


hae to offer visit our Rebeie or 
speak to someone, contact the 
details below. 


() 01865 759600 


— 


myself off to reconnect with hours as a child explor- 
nature, so | understand how ing the natural gardens at 
best to assist her and that 
wildlife gardening really 
does work. 


admissions@ruskin.ac.uk 


For short courses contact: 


01865 759632 
ea] 4} shortcourses@ruskin.ac.uk 


| 
~*~  Wwww.ruskin.ac.uk 


Ruskin Collage is approved by The Open University as an appropriate organisation to offer higher education programmes leading to 
‘Open University validated awards. 
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BY ALAN WITTON 


Tie me sport 
down, kangaroo! 


| DON’T know how upset this will make readers 
feel, but | think we’re getting a serious sport 
overload this summer, which is almost bringing 
me to the end of my (very short) tether. 

We haven't been able to read a paper or switch 
on TV without somebody telling us how many days 
it is until the start of the Olympics. Those people 
who think that hanging a flag outside their house 
improves the chances of British competitors in some 
sport or other, are having a field day (or at least 
a garden day). Well all that flag-waving may have 
got our team to the quarter-finals of the Euros, but 
it seems the magic ingredient all but disappeared 
as soon as we began to play some really serious 
football teams. 

As | wrote this, we were in the middle of 
Wimbledon and the annual debate as to whether 
Andy Murray could make it to the top this year. Well 
he didn’t; though a place in the final and a gallant 
performance against Roger Federer was surely no 
disgrace. As a Scottish sportsman, he occupies 
a curious twilight zone. If he wins something, the 
headlines will read “Great British triumph”. If he loses, 
the headlines in all but the Scotsman and Scottish 
Daily Record will probably say “Another Scottish 
flop”. Hopefully this year at least he will be credited 
by nearly all of us in the category of “plucky British 
runners-up”. But I’m not holding my breath. 


OLYMPICS 


And then there are the Olympics coming up—we’re 
doubtless all going to be required to watch them from 
dawn to dusk while they’re on, and before that we’re 
going to be treated to news stories on the lines of 
isn’t it a shame/wonderful/ boring that XYZ has or 
hasn't been selected for event ABC. All this despite 
the fact that all the actual tickets to watch the events 
live in the Olympic venues seem to have disappeared 
months ago, mainly no doubt into the capacious 

laps of banks and other organisations for corporate 
hospitality purposes. Now you know why your bank 
charges so much interest on your loan, mortgage or 
overdraft. Olympic tickets don’t seem to come cheap, 
even if they are available. 

| have never been much of a sportsman—a fact 
which must be obvious to anyone who takes even a 
quick glance at my over-bloated figure. | can claim 
three and only three athletic achievements during 
the whole of my younger years. One was getting 
thoroughly lost on a competitive cross-country race, 
involving a request to the Surrey Constabulary to 
assist in my recapture! One was walking, on my 
own, from London to Birmingham. (I wasn’t hurrying; 
it took me eight days). And the third and seemingly 
most impressive, was achieving a mathematical 
batting average of infinity as a result of a season 
playing cricket! Don’t get too excited though—| had 
scored one lucky run the only time they asked me 
to bat, and my partner was last man out on the next 
ball! One run divided by no wickets lost is | believe, 
mathematically, infinity. 

So in my non-sportsmanlike way | find it 
somewhat difficult even to admire real sportsmen 
and sportswomen. Not for me the carefully-honed 
body that can outshine Usain Bolt on the 100 
metres; | prefer my own body, which is suffering from 
excessive helpings of breakfast cereal and far too 
many Mars Bars, not to mention a serious overload 
of sedentary activities. Because the day | left school 
in 1963 | made one important resolution. Nobody, but 
absolutely nobody (I said to myself), is going to have 
me long-jumping, high-jumping, shinning up wallbars 
or anything else that counts as exercise, ever again. 
And so far | have kept that resolution as | have kept 
few others. What a pity | have nothing to show for it 
but an over-extended paunch and a distinct dislike for 
anything that looks like effort. 


‘ 
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THE LEYS CHILDREN’S CENTRE 


TRUDI IS A TRUE SUCCESS! 


A HUB of activity, caring and learning—The Leys Children’s Centre is there for families across the Leys and as well as helping children with their development it helps the grown-ups too. 
Leys News Editor Sarah Edwards and James Daly spent some time with a very special member of the team whose life changed the day she walked through the door of the Cuddesdon Corner centre. 


Trudi Ashmore and Valerie O’Malley of the Children’s Centre 


tae 
ay 


TRUDI Ashmore is like most 
working mums. She juggles her 


job as an administration assistant 
at The Leys Children’s Centre with 
looking after her son Alan who is 
six as well as taking courses and 


volunteering. 
Personal development is 


obviously very important to Trudi 


as she has taken part in many 


the last few years. 


to walk through the door of the 


courses offered by the centre over 


However, it has not been an 
easy journey and it took her six 
months to pluck up the courage 


centre and find out what really 
went on there. 
Trudi from Sawpit Road in 


Blackbird Leys has worked at the 
centre for three years. She said: “l 
was born in Oxford and left for 20 


years before coming back here 


when Alan was a year old. | love 


Fashion on the Leys 


with Natalie Wallace 


TEN different outfits, six pairs of shoes, 
an overflowing toiletries bag and 
earrings and bracelets and several 
necklaces, oh and at least two different 
hats to choose from. Then, inevitably | 
find myself sitting on the suitcase while 
trying to zip it closed without ripping 
the stitching. More than likely, | end up 
emptying most of it into someone else's 
case because my bag surpasses the 
baggage allowance at the airport. 

Shopping and packing up for your 
jollies should be as much fun as getting 
to the airport early to browse the duty 
free, stepping off the plane into a sheet 
of warm air or waking up every morning 
to perfect sunshine and knowing there’s 
nothing to do all day except relax by the 
pool. Of course, holiday dressing can 
often go so wrong. 

You'll have the heat of a different 
climate to contend with, most likely 
wear a lot less and bare more flesh than 
you're used to, not to mention those 
resort shops. You know the ones, you'll 
go in on the first day, pick out something 
like a tie-dye, beaded, fringed sarong 
and end up leaving it in the hotel room 
when you leave because there is 
absolutely no way you'd ever be caught 
dead in it back home. The key? Keep 
it simple. Choose shapes wisely. Know 
your style and stick to it. It can be fun 


if you holiday shop the smart way. I’m 
talking about kaftans that can double 
up as dresses, basics like shorts and 
t-shirts which can be dressed up or 
down, mix and match bikini’s and a 
few key accessories which will go with 
absolutely everything. 

Holidays can also be the perfect time 
to experiment with colour and pattern, 
especially if you normally stick to black, 
white, navy and neutrals. This maxi 
dress from George at ASDA (far /eft) 
will work as a Cover up over a swimsuit 
during the day or to dress up for dinner. 
Speaking of swimsuits, this one is really 


living here but when Alan was 
younger he was very frustrated by 
a speech impediment that he had 
developed. | was starting to get 
fed up being at home and | knew | 
needed some support but | found 
it really hard to take that first step 
and come through the door of the 
centre. 

“| was so nervous at first 
because | really didn’t know what 
to expect but everyone was so 
friendly and soon | was taking 
part in the Stay and Play sessions 
and | got to know some of the 
people here. Before long | was 
volunteering!” 

Valerie O'Malley is Programme 
Administrator at The Children’s 
Centre. She said: “The centre is 
here to support parents and their 
children but the parents stay with 
their children and join in with the 
activities. This way we can offer 
support and advice for anyone 
who is finding parenting difficult. 
We knew that Trudi had been 
coming to sessions regularly and 
taking part. If parents don’t get 
involved with the centre properly 
then it doesn’t help anyone.” 

Trudi added that settling in 
at the Children’s Centre was a 
huge relief. She said: “At first Alan 
would just cry so it was a great 
relief to find somewhere that he 
could go to and feel comfortable. 
It did take him a while to settle but 
the créche workers really helped 
me and now he is at Orchard 
Meadow School and although he 


still needs a bit of help he is very 
sociable.” 

Volunteering at the centre gave 
Trudi the chance to take part in 
a variety of free courses that are 
offered, as well as becoming a 
regular volunteer. This eventually 
led to her being able to apply for 
the job she has today. 

Valerie added: “We have 
specific volunteering roles here 
and it is treated more like work 
experience. Trudi was originally 
going to work in childcare but is 
actually an administrator for us 
and takes care of database work 
as she is brilliant at that kind of 
role.” 

Trudi added: “I always found 
it so hard to make friends and 
when | moved back here | really 
didn’t know anyone. | took loads 
of courses here and got to know 
people and now | work three days 
a week! | have been doing this 
for three years and look after the 
website as well now and really 
enjoy it.” 

Valerie added that Trudi has 
become her right hand woman. 
She said: “Trudi is brilliant on the 
computer and a very important 
member of the team. Her story is 
truly inspirational and just shows 
what you can do from taking that 
one small step over the doorstep 
to where she is today.” 

Trudi has taken courses 
ranging from aromatherapy to CV 
writing, mentoring, sign language 
and has also completed an 


be problematic little blighters. Usually 
smock in style with floaty sleeves and 
high necklines, if every woman wore 
them at once, the pool side would look 
like happy hour in the maternity ward. 
Pick a v neckline with a cinched waist or 
detail just below the bust to flatter your 
shape, like this one from Accessorize 
(below) which could also be worn as a 
tunic top over a pair of linen or denim 


shorts. 

The first items on the top of your 
shopping list should be some basic plain 
white tees which can be picked up for 
a few quid in shops like Gap, Primark 
something. The white side panels give 
the illusion of a super slim practically 


assertiveness course, attended 
a HENRY course (Healthy Eating 
and Nutrition in the Really Young) 
and taken part in a refashioning 
workshop. 


Trudi said she would recom- 


mend the Children’s Centre to 


anyone: “Everyone is welcome 
here and there are so many good 


things that they can do here. 
The courses, volunteering and 


work that | have done here have 


changed my life and they can 
change yours too!” 


There are a number of courses running at the 


Children’s Centre from September to December 


@ Assertiveness, 
Confidence Building, 
Being Good to Yourself 
Monday 17 September to 
Monday 15 October, 9.30- 
11.30am. 


@ Preparing to return to work 


advice on writing a CV, 
application forms, interview 
skills and more! 

Monday 22 October, 9.30— 
11.30am. 


@ Food Safety/Hygiene 

A national qualification for all 
wanting to work in catering or 
with young children. 
Wednesday 12 September to 
Wednesday 26 September, 
9.30am—12.00pm. 


& Family Cooking 

Learn to cook simple, cheap 
recipes that all the family 
will enjoy. Wednesday 3 to 
Wednesday 24 October. 


# Dinosaur School 
Parenting Course for 
parents and children, ages 
2 to 4. Starting Thursday 27 
September, 9.30—11.30am. 


@ HENRY - learn useful 
tips on how give your child a 
healthy start. 

Taster Session: Thursday 


27 September, 9.30—11.30am. 


Starts Thursday 4 October at 
Pegasus. 


# Creative Writing 
Thursday 13 September to 
Thursday 18 October, 1—-3pm 


# Managing Children’s 
Behaviour 

One off session. Thursday 8 
November, 12.45-3.00pm 


# Entry to Childcare 

For anyone interested in 
working with children and 
parents. Wednesday 7 
November to Wednesday 5 
December, 9.15—11.45am. 


For more information ring 01865 772951 
or visit www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


or H&M. These can be paired with 
anything from cotton maxi skirts, denim 
shorts or these silk blue shorts from 
boohoo.com (£15-above). These are the 
perfect example of an item which can 


be dressed up or down. The luxurious 
feel and look of the fabric will lend to 


perfect figure, whatever your shape. At 
£27.99 from bonprix (bottom left), it 
might be a bit more than you're usually 
willing to pay for a swimming costume 
but it also might just be the answer to all 
of your prayers. If you're already blessed 
with a body of a goddess, this Hawaiian 
themed strapless two-piece (£8 from 
Florence and Fred at Tesco—above) 
will look amazing by the pool or on the 
beach. 

If you're planning the kind of holiday 
where all you'll be doing is lounging 
and bathing, pack plenty of light weight 
cover ups to keep protected during the 
hottest parts of the day. Kaftans can 


smart(ish) or party occasions or will 
be cool enough to wear throughout the 


Get packing for your summer holiday 


midday heat. 

The only piece of jewellery you will 
need to take is a statement necklace. 
Wear layered over dresses or a simple 
white t-shirt (See last, with the silk 
shorts combo) to give off an effortlessly 
glamorous aura. These two are perfect 
examples, the bigger and bolder the 
better. The Aztec design necklace is £8 
from Primark (bottom left). 

For little added extras like a bag or 
hat, choose neutral beige wicker or straw 
styles. Plain styles can be decorated 
with a silk scarf or piece of ribbon lying 
around at home or even a corsage 
decoration bought from a haberdashery. 
You'll end up with a unique accessory 
nobody else is wearing. This straw trilby 
(£15 from M&S—below) has done all the 
hard work for you, with on trend pastel 
coloured detail in a typically masculine 
style which will give any outfit an edge. 

Bon voyage! 
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StreetSports 
SUMMER 


PROGRAMME 


Young people can stay active over 
the summer by taking part in Oxford 
City Council’s StreetSports Summer 
programme. 


This year the council will be running a selection of 
activities including Skater Hockey, Street Soccer, 
Basketball, Urban Cricket and Dodgeball, which will 
all be based at the street sports cages in the city. 

The summer programme runs until Saturday 1 
September and the activities are free. 


The StreetSports sessions are open 
to young people aged between 8 to 18 
years and will be held at the following 
sites: 


2.00-—4.00pm 
Northway 
Cutteslowe 
Regal 

Botley 

Hollow Way 
Fry’s Hill 


5.30-7.30pm 
Rose Hill 
Wood Farm 
Hollow Way 
Barton 
Northway 
Barton 


Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 


Sports Development staff supervise the activities 
and the equipment is provided. All children need 
to bring is food, water, sun protection and a good 
attitude! 

Registration and parent or guardian consent will 
be required to be completed for the first session. 

Councilllor Mark Lygo, Board Member for Parks 
and Sports, said: “This is a great opportunity for 
young people in the city to remain active over the 
summer holidays. 

“It is something different for them to enjoy and it 
gives them the opportunity to mix with young people 
from other schools and areas. 

“With over 1400 attendances last year, it will no 
doubt be a great success this year too.” 


For more information about how to take 
part in the summer activities check the City 
Council website: www.oxford.gov.uk 

or alternatively contact the Sports 
Development Team on 01865 252727 

or email sportsdevelopment@oxford.gov.uk 


CALLING ALL 
SPORTSMEN 
AND WOMEN! 


Would you like your sporting 
achievements featured in Leys News? 


Email us at: editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 
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Want to advertise 
in Leys News? 


To discuss your advert 
email John at 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 
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story 


museum” 


Love a good story? 
Currently not working or studying? 


STORY SKILLS 


m= September - December 2012 == 


This unique free volunteer training programme 
will help open doors to job opportunities and 
further learning: 


+ Learn how to re-tell stories about Oxford 
both historic and fantastical! 


achieve a certificate in ‘heritage storytelling’ 


Contact Jane@storymuseum.org.uk or call 
01865 790050. Please register your interest by 
20° August 2012. 
www.storymuseum.org.uk/storyheritage 


Supported by the National Lottery through the 
» -. Heritage Lottery Fund ; . 


“e 


Want to quit “S| A Time to Shine! 
The summer break 


3 


smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 


more likely to succeed. 


@ Free expert advice 


® Prescription stop smoking 
treatments to help beat cravings 


@ Ongoing support from an NHS 


trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


Because life’s better Smokefree. 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 


supporting people through the process of quitting 


TURNED 50 recently and | have 
made a promise to myself to do more 
exciting things in my life. This is my 
second month and | had planned to 
go to London with a friend and learn 
how to lassoe a horse and learn knife 
throwing, but sadly the courses were 
fully booked until later in the year. | did 
find out about learning to bowl, not the 
same ring of excitement as the knife 
throwing but still a challenge and not 
booked up, so | hope to try this next 
month. 

| have not been as organised in 
starting new things as | had hoped, | 
did go on a painting course in Scot- 
land, however this is not a new chal- 
lenge as | can already paint but while 
there | got the chance to use my new 
poker playing skills that | learned last 
month from Chris my piano teacher. 

The game players were my daugh- 
ter Emily and the other unsuspecting 
members of the art holiday, Lorna, Jack 
and Niamh. We had no poker chips 
so played with scrabble tiles instead. 
As Emily and myself were hosting the 
game, we put out lots of bowls of crisps 
and chocolate, which where nervously 
eaten by all as the game hotted up. | 
think we were all evenly matched, but 


_ INTREPID Leys News Community 
Journalist Jane Yates is determined 
to make her 50th year the most 

4 challenging yet! This month she tries 
94 her hand ata spot of sea fishing... 


then it's easier to bet when there are 
only scrabble pieces at stake. 

Feeling | had not challenged myself 
enough this month, while in Scotland 
| signed Emily and myself up for sea 
fishing. | am not great on boats, hav- 
ing been so ill on a ferry once with 
a mixture of food poisoning and sea 
sickness an ambulance had to drive on 
to the ferry to take me to hospital. To 
date | have not been ill on small boats, 
and on that day the sea looked calm 
and the sun was shining. What could 
go wrong. 


FISHING 


As we pulled away from the harbour on 
the small fishing boat called the ‘Puffin’, 
| felt really excited. | had never caught 
a fish before. The scenery in East 
Scotland is fantastic, and when we got 
far enough out that the houses looked 
like little dots, the skipper and his wife 
showed us how to hold the rods and 
wind the line. 

We were fishing just with feathers. 
Emily, who had fished before, quickly 
caught a fish, then another and an- 
other. What was | doing wrong? | was 
bobbing my line up and down frantical- 
ly by this point. The other people on the 


August 2012 


boat were reeling the mackerel in and 
filling the plastic buckets. Emily put her 
line down and came over to help me, 
she quickly pointed out that | had not 
let my line out enough. Once | did this | 
caught my first fish almost immediately. 
It was at this point that the skipper de- 
cided we would bait the hooks and set 
out for deeper water. At first | was fine, 
then the boat rolled on a wave and with 
it my stomach. If any of you reading 
this have experienced sea sickness 
you will know that once you start to feel 
sick there is no feeling better, until you 
are on dry land. | went inside the cabin 
and the skipper’s wife made me a cup 
of tea and gave me a sick bag, which | 
threw up in immediately. 

| thought | might feel better if | sat 
on the deck, so armed with handfuls 
of sick bags | sat down, but also got 
worse, throwing up so violently that | 
burst the sick bag and the skipper’s 
wife had to slush the deck off. 

Emily pointed out that we were only 
one hour into the trip and there was 
still two hours to go. My eyes rolled to 
the back of my head and | felt myself 
gasping for air. It was at this point the 
skipper kindly said would | like to go 
back. Yes please | whispered. The 
skipper’s wife said that he did not usu- 
ally turn the boat back, | think | must 
have looked very ill for him to do that, 
but | was so grateful. The trip back felt 
very long, he dropped me off, then set 
out again. It took me several hours to 
feel right again. But in spite of that | 
was so pleased | had tried something 
new, plus Emily caught 70 mackerel 
and we ate some for breakfast, sat 
back faced to the sea, the fish baked 
in brown paper, soaked in maple syrup 
and butter. Yummy! 


is here and so is the 


CDI Summer Project 


Held at the Blackbird Leys Community Centre, 
the project offers our weeks of fun and learning from 
30 July to 24 August from 10am - 4pm. 


The cost is £2 per day. 


@ zumba @ newsletter project © mtv project @ graffiti workshops 


@ t-shirt design @ beat making e kids cafe 
@ swimming, fashion @ ice skating @ street dance 
@ music technology @ visit to the coast 


The project will conclude with its traditional grand finale, giving the 


young people the opportunity to showcase their talents displaying 


v7 


SMOKEFREE 


what they have learnt and improved on over the four week jamboree. 


For further information, 
pop into the BBL Community Centre 
or phone 01865 395927 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Shopping at the heart of your community 
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Arts and culture 


| Visit us at www.templarssquare.com, 
www.templarssquare.com ~ 


register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook 


FESTIVAL FEVER AT 
CORNBURY # 


REVIEW BY SARAH EDWARDS 


RAIN did nothing to stop the crowds enjoying this year’s 
Cornbury Festival, with artists like Macy Gray, Newton 
Faulkner and Elvis Costello wowing fans with superb 
performances. 

Among the festival-goers was Prime Minister David 
Cameron who stopped to chat to music fans, albeit slightly 
awkwardly, on his way to the VIP tent. 

The superb backdrop of the Great Tew Estate provided 
the perfect setting for this year’s festival. This was the sec- 
ond year at the festival’s new home having previously been 
held at Cornbury Park in Charlbury. 

Music fans flocked to the three stages to enjoy a wide va- 
riety of live music from well Known acts such as the brilliant 
Alison Moyet and up and coming bands eager for their first 
break into the business. 

Cornbury Festival, also known as Poshstock or Poshton- 
bury, does attract a certain type of people but it really is a 
magical festival and one that is certainly worth a look, particu- 
larly if you have never experienced a music festival before. It 
is gentle, inviting, welcoming and with excellent family camp- 
ing facilities as well as superb activities for children to enjoy. 


CRAFT CORNER 
Bags of Cushions 


HERE is how to make bags of stylish cushions for 
your home for only a fiver each. 


For this project you will need: 

@ A foam cushion pad, £1.99 from 

any curtain and fabric shop. 

@ A bag, £2.99 from the Pitt Rivers Museum shop. 


My friend Sarah, a professional textile artist, (www.two- 
birdstextiles.co.uk) and pictured holding up the finished 
cushion showed me how to adapt the bags. 

First Sarah unstitched the handles from the cloth bags. 
Then she cut the handles in half and also cut two inches 
from each piece. This gave the correct length for the 
handles to then to be made into loops attached along the 
top with buttons. 

Sarah put the cushion pad into the bag and then 
stitched the bag up. She attached the cut down handles 
in three places along the top and added the buttons. 

| also had a go at making a bag cushion and was re- 
ally pleased with the results, | am sure you will be too if 
you give it a go! 


< axa 


ion "p a 


LING: 100% POLYESTER Fig 
<: NON-WOVEN POLYPROPY 


SIZE: 46 x 4écm| 
Approxw03" x 18”) 


i 


CALL FOR 
FILM MAKERS 
ON THE LEYS 


THOUSANDS of pounds are up for grabs as part of a 
competition for budding film makers. 

To celebrate its 10th anniversary year, Opus 
Energy is launching a £10,000 video competition 
called Opus Energy Gift to help power the projects of 
local charities, community groups and not for profit 
organisations. 

Local not for profit community groups in Oxford- 
shire are invited to prepare and submit a short video 
identifying the aim and purpose of the group and what 
project they would use the Opus Energy Gift money 
for. Details of the video submission process are avail- 
able at www.opusenergygift.com. 

The £10,000 Opus Energy Gift will be divided into 
ten prizes with a winning prize of £3,000. 

Successful video submissions will be made avail- 
able for public voting at www.opusenergygift.com and 
judged by a panel of Opus Energy executives and 
local representatives. Judges will consider the impact 
that each shortlisted project will have on the commu- 
nities of Oxfordshire. 


For further information email 
gift@opusenergy.com 
or ring 0845 263 7214. 


FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENTS 


OXFORD’S Pitt Rivers Museum has free drop-in 
activities for children aged five and over during 
the summer holidays. 


@ On Saturday 4 August, 1.00—4.00pm, there will be 
a Pitt Stop event called Stupendous Shields. Comic 

characters, tiger skins and animal patterns...look at 
the museum shields and make one for yourself. 


@ Museum Masquerades on 23 and 24 August 

from 1.00—4.00pm, will give visitors the chance to 
discover the museum’s beautiful masks and become 
a Japanese Noh theatre performer or a Haida dancer. 
This is a joint event with Oxford University Museum of 
Natural History. 


@ On Saturday 1 September from 1.00—4.00pm there 
is another Pitt Stop event. Happy Harvest will find out 
about traditional English folklore and children will be 
able to make their very own corn dolly to celebrate 
the harvest. 


@ There are Free Family Friendly Fun events every 
Sunday from 2.00—4.00pm in the Pitt Rivers and the 
Oxford University Museum of Natural History. Activity 
backpacks, sorting boxes, trails, colouring sheets and 
craft activities are all available. 


Admission, exhibitions and events are free. Access is 
via the Oxford University Museum of Natural History, 
Parks Road, Oxford, OX1 3PW. 


The museum is open from 10.00am—4.30pm from 
Tuesday to Sunday and bank holiday Monday. An 
adult must accompany children at all activities. 
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What's On at The Leys Children’s Centre 


61-63 Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird Leys OX4 6SB 
Monday 23 July — Saturday 1 September 2012 


| Menday | Tuesday —|__ Wednesday Thursday | Friday | Saturday 


Forest School Stay & Play Midwife Clinic Grandparent Stay & Play Dad’s Zone 
Outdoor learning with lunch For post natal and Drop-in with lunch 10.00am—1.30pm 
and play (small fee) baby checks, support 10.00-11.30am (small fee) 
10.00am—12.00pm 11.00am-2.00pm and advice and 2, 9 and 16 August 11.00am-2.00pm 
breastfeeding support* 


@ Speech and Language 12.30-2.30pm Children’s Centre will 
Pane sel i la advice available 7 be closed on all Pegasus Theatre 


every Tuesday, For an appointment other Thursdays sessions # 
Breastfeeding 11.30am-—1.30pm drop-in or phone Friday 3 August only 
support available* except 7 and 14 August 01865 221696 For 5-8 year olds 


1.00—2.00pm *No breastfeeding @ Lantern making 
*No breastfeeding support| Pegasus Theatre | support 15 and 22 August 10.30am-12.00pm 
13 and 20 August sessions # ® Drama 
Tuesday 31 July only New Baby Group 12.45—2.00pm 
For 5-8 year olds For parents and children , , 
birth to 12 months 


eD 
ae 4.00-2.30pm 


10.45-11.45am 


© Music Millets Farm 
12.45-2.00pm Outing 
Wednesday 29 August 
Leave Centre at 11.00am 


@ For Millets Farm phone Claire on 01865 773263 # to book a place on the Pegasus Theatre sessions 
contact Valerie on 01865 779615 


@ For Dads Zone phone Conroy Harris on 0777 540 7524 
Look in the “Holiday Fun Days” book at Cuddesdon Corner 
@ For all other information phone 01865 773263 or 01865 779615 | for more ideas on what to do with your children in the holidays 


Goaroresnst| Sure Start Chifdren’s Centres 


www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 


www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


Working for you for families in Oxfordshire 


KIDS’ COLOURING 
COMPETITION 


Win 

holiday 
activity 
books! 


Colour in the picture opposite 
and you may win copies of 
the Usborne Big Book of 
Holiday Things Make and Do 
and the Usbaorne Book of 
Art Projects. 


Send your entry to: 

Kids’ Colouring Competition, 
Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 

: Green, Greater Leys 

, Name: Name of parent or guardian: Address: OX4 7BX. 


1 Age: Day time phone number: 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


OXFORD 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this 


BROOKES page. If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes 


UNIVERSITY 


please call Sobia Afridi on 01865 484886 
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Leys Learning 


LEYS NEWS... 


QUITE AN EXPERIENCE! 


BY JAMES DALY 


AFTER two unsuccessful years 
of scouring my area for any kind 
of journalism-related experience, 


Winning words for David |GETTING 
CREATIVE 


DESPITE stiff competition 60-year- 
old Ruskin College student, David 
MacArnold won the Hammer and 
Tongue Grand Slam poetry regional 
final. 

David who performs under the 
stage name of ‘Davey Mac’, per- 
formed three of his poems over the 
course of the evening, was delight- 
ed to have won the Oxford final and 
is now through to the national final. 
Hammer and Tongue, the biggest 
promoter of slam poetry in the UK, 
are promoting the biggest slam yet, 
with over 3,000 people compet- 
ing across six major regions of the 
country. 

David said: “I’m chuffed to bits, 
thrilled, over the moon and every 
other astrological body to have won 
Hammer and Tongues. The audi- 
ence decided the winner, but in 
truth every poet on stage that night 
was good enough to win, so | won’t 
be resting on my laurels between 
now and the national final. 

“The tuition at Ruskin College 


hearing that a work experience 
placement had been found for me 
brought me a huge rush of excite- 
ment, as | would finally get to see 
how a newspaper really works! 


and the help and support of my 
tutors and fellow students all helped 
to give me the confidence to enter 
in the first place. The encourage- 
ment from all at Hammer and 
Tongue, including fellow slammers 
has made it a joy to take part.” 

The theme for a lot of MacAr- 
nold’s poetry is homelessness and 
eviction, as David has experienced 


_ what it is like to be homeless 


himself. In fact it was Crisis the 
national charity for single homeless 
people who recommended he enrol 
at Ruskin on a BA (Hons) in English 
Studies: Creative Writing and Criti- 
cal Practice degree course. 

Hammer and Tongue provide a 
stage for aspiring artists to try out 
their work which is judged by the 
audience in ‘slam’ competitions. 
The winners from each area will 
descend on the East End’s oldest 
surviving Victorian Music Hall, to 
decide the national champion next 
May. 

Ruskin College is known as a 
second chance adult education 
college that specialises in provid- 
ing return to learn opportunities for 
adults with few or no qualifications. 
Ruskin welcomes students who not 
only want to develop themselves 
but also want to put something 
back into society. 


For full details about 
Ruskin College please visit: 
www.ruskin.ac.uk 

or call 01865 554331 


Above all | wanted to experience 


the meetings, learn about every- 
thing you do not see printed on the 
pages, and witness the prepara- 
tion that goes towards the final 


AT RUSKIN 


BY TRIO WATSON 


RUSKIN short courses are 
deceptive. You might dismiss 
three days as too short to get 
much done, but truly this is not the 
case. I’ve done one fabulous short 
course at Ruskin—appreciating the 
music of Bob Dylan (a politically 
motivated singer songwriter, hence 
why he was being studied at 
Ruskin)—it was excellent. Many 
other courses last for five days 
and include creative writing, IT 
courses, skills for life, personal 
development, money management 
and more. There is a broad 
spectrum of courses to suit all 
comers. 

On my course, a variety of 
Dylan—lovers gathered to listen 
to a combination of lectures, live 
performance and video footage, 
and we discussed Dylan’s work 
and life history in great detail—it 
was a real treat for Dylan fans 
like me. The short course social 
environment provided plenty 
of opportunity to expand on 
discussions we'd started in the 
class. | can’t fault the tutors who 
werevery well informed and 


published issue. And, having spent 


just two hours in the Leys News 


office, | got more than my share of 
experience! 

Sitting in on the editorial meet- 
ing alone was exciting enough for 
me, hearing all of the ideas for next 
month’s issue coming together, but 
being taken to the centre of Black- 
bird Leys to sit in on two highly 
contrasting interviews was a real 
turning point. It set in stone what 
| had always dreamt working in 


journalism would be like; meeting 


new people, who have fascinating 
stories to tell, reporting from totally 
different environments (such as go- 
ing directly from the tattoo parlour 
to the local children’s centre, which 
made my first day all the more 
exciting!), and all the while thinking 
about the best way to convey the 
stories to the readers. 

| consider myself extremely 
lucky, seeing as | was only in the 
office for two days, as | was taught 
about a huge variety of areas that 
all input to the paper as a whole. 
For example, | had never consid- 
ered the financial side of piecing 
a newspaper together, but | now 
see where all the funding comes 
from, which is a vital part of any 
business. Additionally, | got to see 
all the articles and adverts being 
set out on a page, leading to what 
the finished product will look like. 
Again, | was amazed by the detail 
of all of the different parts of the 
business joining together to pro- 
duce a full paper. 

When | first considered going 


professional to the max. My fellow 
students were a diverse bunch of 
mostly women and we had a great 
time. 

Can | admit to how privileged 
| felt to go on a Ruskin short 
course? Short courses are 
designed to give people who 
have been out of education for 
a little while to sharpen up their 
brains ready for student life. But 
even if you’re not ready for that, 
short courses can still stimulate 
your desire to learn and develop 
yourself intellectually. 

Courses are available to people 
who have not been in higher 
education before, and to build 
a bridge into higher education if 
you've not considered yourself 
capable of it before. It’s a step into 
student life, a little look around 
without the commitment of a 
full time course. The teaching is 
excellent. And if you’re on certain 
benefits, there’s a 100% bursary. 

The short courses are 
residential (although some people 
who live locally choose to go 
home) with comfortable study 
bedrooms, all meals provided, 
and access to some of the 
library. There’s a welcoming 
and supportive atmosphere that 
attracts students from a variety of 
backgrounds with all sorts of life 
experiences. If you can, try one. 
You'll love it. 


To find out more about short 
courses at Ruskin, ring Beryl 
Stewart on 01865 759656. 


into journalism, | pictured a fancy, 
city-centre skyscraper, with people 
sitting at desks doing the same 
work every day. However, | now 
realise that, as lovely as that may 
seem from the outside that is not 
what it is all about. Going out there 
and getting the raw stories, first- 
hand from the people of your own 
town is ten times more thrilling than 
any regular office job. With Leys 
News being a local paper directed 
at the community, | was finding out 
about people and events that are 
literally right around the corner! 
Unfortunately, | found myself lack- 
ing in knowledge of the area, but 
that just inspired me; knowing that 
wherever | go there will always 
be different people, doing exciting 
things in their community, which 
is the prime thing | will take away 
from my brief stay at Leys News. 

Now that | am free from the 
grasp of GCSEs, | am looking 
forward to branching out and find- 
ing experience in other fields of 
journalism, such as TV or radio, 
which is all very exciting and | feel 
like Leys News has given me the 
perfect platform by showing and 
involving me in what journalism 
truly is about. 

| am pleased to say that meet- 
ing the talented, hard-working 
group who run Leys News has 
given me a great boost to com- 
mit myself to going out there and 
carrying on what | have learnt, as 
there is really nothing better than 
learning from the best. 


News from BLITZ 


IT courses 
still FREE 
with Blitz! 


@ Would you 
like to improve 
your IT skills? 


@ Would you like 
to improve your 
work prospects? 


@ Would you like 
help to get a Job? 


If yes then phone 
now to find out 
about our courses. 


DROP IN TIMES: 
(FREE access to the 
internet for all adults) 


Monday: 12.30—3.00pm 
Tuesday: 12.30-3.00pm 
Friday: 12.30-3.00pm 


Do you want to help 
your community? 


BLITZ is currently 
looking for voluntary 
teaching assistants 

with basic IT skills 
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Your local 
representatives 


Parish Council 
Chairman: Gordon Roper; 
Vice Chair: Brian Lester; 
Non-position holders: Tanya 
Prescott, Chris Hatton, Cyril 
Martin, Mrs Ann Booker, Mrs 
Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard, 
Rae Humberstone (see City 
Council section below), Gerry 
Webb 


For further details telephone 
01865 716943 during office 

hours of 9am—5pm, Monday 
to Friday. Send mail to Par- 

ish Council, 13 Bailey Road, 
Oxford, OX4 3HU. 


Also check leysonline.net to 
find out about Parish Council 
Meetings. 


Oxford City Council 


Blackbird Leys Ward 


Val Smith — Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 
valsmith@gmail.com 

or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
(her city councillor entry) 


Rae Humberstone — Labour 
75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys 
@ 01865 779678 

cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae Humber- 
stone will be doing street sur- 
geries every other week. They 
can also visit people in their 


homes — ring or email to make 


arrangements. 


Northfield Brook Ward 


Steve Curran — Labour 

88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, 
OX4 1TG 

® 07941 785538 
StephenCurran55@yahoo.co.uk 


Scott Seamons — Labour 

2 Orchard Court Rose Hill 
Oxford OX4 4HJ 

@ 07910 595047 
cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


Oxfordshire County 
Council 


Leys & Lye Division 


Val Smith — Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Richard Stevens — Labour 
Flat 6 Eaton Court, Water Ea- 
ton Road, Oxford OX2 7QT 
@® 07725 353031 
richard.stevens@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Member of Parliament 


Member of Parliament for 
Oxford East 


Andrew Smith — Labour 
Unit A 

Bishops Mews 

Transport Way 

Oxford OX4 6HD 

@ 01865 595790 
andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


Surgery: Every third Friday 
at the Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre from 3.00pm 


WHAT’S ON 
in the Leys 


A quick guide to 
what’s available 
locally. If you 
have a service or 
event you'd like 

to include, please 
ring 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
Gives free independent and 
impartial advice. 

Drop-in sessions are in the 
centre on Mondays 2.00-4.00pm 
and Fridays 10.00am-12.00pm. 
Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10am-12pm. 

@ 01865 770206 


CHILDREN 


Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4.00-5.00pm 
Fle20: 

For 14-18 year olds 

Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


Breastfeeding Café 
Mondays, 1.00pm-2.00pm at 
Leys Children’s Centre, Cud- 
desdon Corner. 

@ Camille, 0789 995 8316 
Blackbird Leys Youth 
Centre 

Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 
Brownies: 

Thurs, Holy Family Church Hall. 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Mondays-Thursdays, 3.15pm— 
5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 

@ 01865 712299 


@ Jennifer Pleass 07886 757338. 


Maluchy group 

for Polish speaking families 
with children ages 0 to 5 years. 
Saturday, 10.00am-11.30am, at 
Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


35th Oxford Scout Group 
@® Duncan Bowler, 0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


Leys Kiddie Club 

Mon, Tue, Thur and Fri, 9.30am- 
2.30pm, at Dovecote Family 
Drop-in Room. £1. 


Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30-9.30p at Sandy 
Lane West. Boys and girls ages 
13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 

on Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


Strawbery Fayre 
Majorettes 

Training every Wednesday at 
the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, 7.00-9.15pm. 
Taking on new members any 
time of the year. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy 
Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

@ Alexandra, 07804 500313. 


EDUCATION 


Blackbird Leys 


Library 
Cuddesdon Way, Opposite Top 
Shops. 


Books, DVDs, audio books, 
use of computers for adults and 
children, photocopying, reading 
group, holiday activities. 


Opening times: 
Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm 


and 1.30-5pm 

Tue: 9am-12pm 

Sat: 9.30am-12.30pm 
Friday Closed 


Able Centre 

Free courses in Maths and 
English. 

@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, email, 
file management, PC mainte- 
nance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


LEISURE 
Irish dancing. 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and 
Thurs, 5pm. 


Boxing Club. 

Tues and Thurs 7.30-9.00pm, 
at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys 
Road. 

@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are: 
Mon & Fri, 5.45-6.45pm; 

Sat & Sun, 11.15am—1.00pm, 
& 1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 
Mon, 12-1.00pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12-1.00pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12-1.00pm 


@ 01865 467040 


BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 
Mondays, 10.30-11.30am 


Body Balance: 
Tuesdays, 11.00-12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15-11.15am 


Body Pump: 
Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 


Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30-11.30am 


Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30-12.15pm 


@ 01865 467020 
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OLDER PEOPLE 
Prime Time Over 50s group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am - 
3.30pm, at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre, 

Pegasus Road (£1.50). Keep fit, 
bingo, indoor bowls, speakers, 
activities and trips. 

® 07534 740589 


Golden Circle 
%@ Bernard Tucker, 460592 


Silver Circle 
@® 435954 (Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre) 


The Clockhouse 


see box on 
opposite page 


Monday lunch club 
@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


Leys Community Church 
Over 60s Club 
Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


Grandparents’ Stay & Play 
Bring your grandchildren to the 
Leys Childrens Centre drop-in, 
specially for grandparents. Weds 
1-3 pm at the Dovecote. 


WELLBEING 


Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the 
Ark T Centre, Cowley. 
Satudays, 10-10.45am at the 
Barn, BBLeys. £4.00 per class. 
@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


Slimming World 
Thursdays, 5.15pm and 7.00pm, 
Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road. 

@ Gill, 01865 730009 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. Advertise your business from as 
little as £10 per issue (when booking for 12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


BUSINESS SERVICES 


Does your 
business need 


a boost? 

We offer a cost effective writing 
service for small businesses, and 
provide copywriting, press releases, 
web content and newsletters. 
mediabird@btinternet.com 

@ 07966 523662 


FOR SALE 


Little Steps 


Clothing 
Children/babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford OX4 3TN 
@ 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Solo Assist Domestic 
Cleaning Services 
(including end of tenancy). 
@ Marilyn on 01865 308067 
or 07990 630332 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP 
Tel: 01865 338050 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
@ 01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 

@ 01865 775849 

Dominos Pizza 

57 Between Towns Rd, OX4 3LR 
@ 01865 777137 

Papa John’s Pizza 

80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 402050 

Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 
34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore Ox4 4LD 
@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 

174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ 
@ 01865 792037 

The Garden 

99-100 The Market, OX1 3YD 
@ 01865 240709 


GARDENS 


Female Gardener 

Weeding, watering, planting, and 
trimming at reasonable rates. 

@ 07788933891 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhamptom, Oxford 
@ 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR 
@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EF 
@ 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford 
@ 01865 326066 


JOBS 


Start your own business with 
Neals Yard Remedies. For 
more info call Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 
OX44XP @ 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS 
@ 01865 778709 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


ZUMBA 


Fitness Party 


Tuesdays, 6.30-7.30pm at The 
Oxford Academy School, Sandy 
Lane West. Parking & Large 
Venue. 

Party Yourself into Shape! Latin 
inspired dance fitness. £5 per 
class (5 classes in a row for 
price of 4!) 

Great music & easy to follow. 
Wiggle & Giggle yourself fit! 

@ 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSER 


Qualified, Professional, 
Experienced. Great Results 


Ladies cut & blow dry... £15.00 
Men’s cut 
Chilldren 
Perms (including cut) ....£38.00 
Highlights (including cut)....... 


@ Jenny, 01865 776777 
& 07501 787 123 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness 
Club,Kassam Stadium 

@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, OX4 7ZD 
@ 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


PLUMBERS 


Long Brothers 
25 Eastern Ave, OX4 4QS 
@ 01865 597064 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ 
@ 01865 772303 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 

24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 434040 

Oxford Cars 

Regus, 7200 The Quorum, OX4 
21Z @ 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 
@ 01865 599812 


Taylors Windows 


Greater Leys 
® 01865 773486 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Men’s Group 

Join us for a regular end of 

day in a relaxed and friendly 
environment. Learn stress 
management tools and use this 
space to talk with other men 
and organise activities together. 
Wednesdays, 5.30-8.00pm 
Cowley Wellbeing Centre 

26 Between Towns Road 

@ Duncan/Lanre 

07435 760 809 

01865 749998 


The Listening Centre 

A counselling service for 
Blackbird Leys and Oxford. Cud- 
desdon Corner Family Centre. 
@ 01865 794794 


Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre. 

9.30am — 3.30pm. 

All welcome. 

Aself-help group of people 
who use or have used Mental 
Health Services, working to- 
gether to get support for, to share 
experiences and to press for 
greater awareness of the needs 
of survivors. 

Lunch available for £1. Pud- 
ding 50p. Breakfast from 50p. 
Card making. Table top sales. 
@ 07729 581975 


Yoga For All 

Experienced Yoga teacher, start- 
ing a new class. 

@ Linda Highland on 01865 
432570 


ZUMBA Fitness Party 
Tuesdays, 6.30-7.30pm at The 
Oxford Academy School, Sandy 
Lane West. 

Great music & easy to follow. 
Wiggle & Giggle yourself fit! 

@ 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


NETWORKING 


Leys WI 

Meets at the Clockhouse on the 
first Wednesday of every month 
at 7.30pm. 

@ To find out more call Rachel 
Fisher on 07528 433199 
www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 


If you have 
a service or 
event you’d 


like to include, 
please ring 


01865 711756 


Diary Dates 


Saturday 16 August 
Elder Stubbs Festival, 
opposite Florence Park, 
East Oxford, 12.00pm to 
5.00pm. 


Wednesday 1 August 
Leys WI Meeting. See box 
left. 


Tuesday 28 August 
Parish Council meeting 
Jack Argent Room, 7.00pm. 
Call 01865 716943 for 
details. 


Monday 8 and 
Tuesday 9 September 
St Giles Fair. Oxford’s 
traditional street fair. 


Wednesday 26 
September 

CLANG social evening. 
See box below. 


Tuesday 9 October 
S/ILGO trip to Moreton-in- 
Marsh Market and Batsford 
Arboretum. Contact Pat 
Scourfield on 01865 771613 
or Sally Meachim on 01865 
395908 


Clockhouse Community Centre 


Long Ground, Greater Leys OX4 7FX. @# 01865 395908 


Active Women 


Active Women is a recently launched project 
co-ordinated by the Oxfordshire Sports 
Partnership which encourages more women 
in Oxfordshire to take part in sport. 


= Badminton = Badminton 


at Blackbird Leys 


Lei 
eisure Centre The Oxford Academy, 


Sandy Lane West, 
Littlemore, OX4 6JZ. 
£3.50 per session. 


Mondays, 8-10pm 
(mixed adult session) 
£5.50 per session. 


= Badminton 
at Oxford Spires 
Academy 


Tuesdays, 7—8pm, 


Tuesdays, 10—11am 
(women only session) 
£3.20 per session. 

(£1.20 for Fusion members) 


Tuesdays, 7—-8pm 
(family session) £3.20 
adults and £2.20 children. 


Glanville Road, 
Cowley, OX4 2AU. 
£3.50 per session. 
Wednesdays, 10.00am— 
11.30am, (50+ session) 
£2.50 per session. 


# Football Fitness 


Wednesdays, 7—9pm 
(mixed adult session) 
£5.50 per session. 


£2.50 per session. 


at Oxford Academy 
Thursdays, 7.30—8.30pm, 


Oxford Spires Academy, 


Get fit and have fun with a 
bit of footy. Starts 19 July, 
6.00—7.00pm. Blackbird 
Leys Park, Pegasus Rd 
(meet in leisure centre). 
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= Trampoline 

at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre 
Mondays, 6.30pm— 
7.30pm. Runs six weeks. 
£27 or £5.60 per session. 


= Netball 
at Oxford Academy 


Tuesdays, 8—9pm, 
The Oxford Academy, 
Sandy Lane West, 
Littlemore OX4 6JZ. 
£3.50 per session. 


# Netball at Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 
Sundays, 5—Gpm, 
Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre, Pegasus Road, 
Blackbird Leys. 

£3.20 per session. 


@ Football at Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.30pm, 
Blackbird Leys Playing 
Field, by the Leisure Cen- 
tre, Oxford OX4 6JL. 

£2.50 per session. 


For more info: Natasha Mighty 01865 467264 / Natasha.Mighty@fusion-lifestyle.com 


www.getoxfordshireactive.org 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, and all Leys over 50s are very 
welcome! Call Sally Meachim on 01865 395908 for dates and details. 


E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


Over 50s advice 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice on 
benefits, debt and housing. Outreach 
session at the Clockhouse, by Agnes 
Smith Advice Centre. To book an 
appointment please call 01865 395908. 
Next dates: Monday 30 July, 10am-12pm 
and Monday 17 September, 10am-12pm. 
(12-12.30pm both days is ‘drop-in-—no 
appointment needed for this slot.) 

There is no Clockhouse over-50s advice 
session in August. 


Games Club for over 50s 
Takes a break in August, restarting in 
September. 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


The Church of the Holy Family 


Eucharist: Every Sunday, 10am, with children’s activities. 
Timeout: Reflective worship. Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 

Church Office Hour: Mondays (except bank holidays) at 6.30- 
7.30pm. For hall bookings, wedding arrangements and enquiries. 
Fellowship for Bible: Study, discussion and prayer. Most 


Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 

@ Revd Heather Carter 01865 778728 
Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Redeem Christian Church of God 


Meets at the Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road. 


Sunday Service: 3-6.00pm 


Bible study on Fridays: 7-8pm, except last Friday of month. 


@ 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


Leys Community Church 


Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford Academy, Beecroft Room 
(includes special activities for children and young people). 
7 Chipper and Anna Betts, 07985 982804 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys 


Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and children’s liturgy; and 


at 6.00pm. @ 01865 776903 


Chrisco Ministries 


Meets in Jack Agent Hall at the BBL Community Centre. 


Sunday Service: 11am-2pm 
@ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


Line dancing for over 50s 
Monthly dances. No partner needed, 
beginners very welcome. Good exercise, 
great fun! No line dance in August. Next 
one: Monday 10 September, 1.30- 
3.00pm at the Clockhouse. £2 


Yoga for over 50s 


Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 


Improve your flexibility, feel calm and 
refreshed. Beginners very welcome. 

Tuesdays 10-11am. (No sessions 

in August. Weekly yoga starts again 

Tuesday 4 September.) £2. . 


Singing for fun for over 50s 
No pressure, or reading music, just relax 


and enjoy singing in good company. 
Think you can't sing? We bet you can! 
Beginners very welcome. (Summer 
break in August. Restarts 4 September, 
Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm.) FREE. 


Crafts group for over 50s 
Wednesdays, 11am-12.30pm. The group 
meets throughout August. Bring your 
knitting, crochet, or sewing and have a 
natter. Beginners very welcome. £1 


Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated and standing exercise to help 
you get more supple, and boost your 
energy. (No sessions in August, restarts 


Gardening Club 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation), 
first Thursday of each month, at 2.00pm. 
£2 per meeting. Adults of all ages 

very welcome. Thursday 2 August: 
Gardening for Blackbird Leys Community 
Market—a talk by Reg Curnock. SLIGO 
also has regular work parties in the 
Clockhouse community garden. 


Computer courses for over 50s 
Learn at your own pace with the Clock- 
house IT Project Group. Complete begin- 
ners very welcome. £1 per session. 


6 September, on Thursdays 10-11am.) £2 For details call 01865 395908. 


coach. 


DAY TRIP TO 
Clacton-on-Sea 


Sunday 18 August 
Adults £20, Children £12 


Pickup from: 
@ Blackbird Leys Community Centre 7.00am 
®@ Cowley Centre 7.15am 
@ Our Lady's, Holloway 7.30am 
@ St Francis, Holloway 740am 
@ Headington Post Office 7.50am 
@ Green Road Roundabout (Headington) 8.00am 


Anon refundable deposit of £10 for adults and £6 for 
children is required when booking. Kindly supply name and 
contact when you book. The remaining money must be paid 
one week prior to the trip. There will be no collection on the 


Will leave at 5.00pm prompt! 


For further information please contact the following: 
Oxford: 771092 - 763732 - 425685 


Evening activities group 
“Clockhouse Activity Nights Group” 
(CLANG). Meet others, relax, chat, and 
make new friends. Adults of all ages 
welcome. Next meeting: Wednesday 26 
September, 7-9 pm. £2. Tel: 395908. 


Inter-generations workshops 
Activity sessions in August where young 
and older people can meet and have 
fun together. Gardening, cake-making, 
drumming and dance workshops are 
planned, in and near the Clockhouse. 
Over-50s welcome—you need to book a 
place. For dates, venues and details call 
01865 395908. 


The only family owned and managed funeral service 
in Oxford offering a personal 24 hour service 


S& R CHILDS 


INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES 


Pharmacy House, 69 London Road, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9AA Tel: (01865) 427272 


10 The Parade, Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxford OX5 1EE Tel: (01865) 378888 


142 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2DZ 
Tel: (01865) 714007 


4 Elms Parade, Botley, Oxford OX2 9LG 
Tel: (01865) 245464 


www.srchilds.co.uk 


16} Leys News 
BY IAN FIELDWICK 


THE Greater Leys Youth Football Club 
has had another good season in the 


August 2012 


A GOOD SEASON 


Oxford Mail Boys League and the 
Oxfordshire Invitation League. 

The major achievements for the 
season were the under 14s team winning 
the under 14s league cup defeating 
AFC Newbury in extra time, the under 
11s were runners up to Grove in their 
league and the under 10s won the 
Sportsmanship of the Year award. 

The under 14s have also won the 
Charlbury 6-a-side tournament beating 
Radley 1-0 in the final. 

The club recently held its annual 
presentation night. Pictured right 
are some of the players celebrating 
receiving their trophies. 

The Under 16s will be joining the 
Oxford Invitation league and are also 
looking for new players. 

The club would like to congratulate 
all players on their efforts this season 
and thank all parents/ guardians for their 
help. 


Please contact lan on 07557020355 
for further details and training night 
information. 


The club is always looking for new players 
to join our friendly and welcoming club 
and if you are interested in joining any of 
our teams please see below for details: 


@ Under 9s, 8s, 7s and 6s 

@ Under 10s (age range 01/09/02 to 
31/08/04) 

@ Under 11s (age range 01/09/01 to 
31/08/03) 

@ Under 12s (age range 01/09/00 to 
31/08/02) 

@ Under 15s (age range 01/09/97 to 
31/08/99) 
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Some of the players recieving their trophies 


A SENSE OF 


DISAPPOINTMENT 


BY JACEK MAJEWSKI 


| found the task of sum- 
marising Oxford United’s 
season 2011/2012 quite 
challenging but also abso- 
lutely fascinating. Simply 
because you cannot say 
it was a failure but at the 
same time most U’s sup- 
porters have been left with 
a bitter aftertaste anda 
sense of disappointment at 
the final whistle. So what 
was it like? Did we enjoy it? 
What will we all think about 
the 2011/2012 season in the 
years to come? 

| do believe football, just 
like any other aspect of life, 
is a matter of trying to do 
your best, not basking in 
glory for too long if you suc- 
ceed but be quick in draw- 
ing conclusions if you fail. 

Of course it is up to 
every single supporter, any 
player wearing the yellow 
shirt over the last months or 
any member of the Oxford 
United family to judge for 
themselves and have their 
own opinion. After all, 9th 
place is still an improvement 


if you compare it to the 
previous season’s finish. If 
you add to this the fact that 
hardly any team in the divi- 
sion was as heavily hit by 
injuries to the key players 
as the Yellows — surely this 
was a case of “well done 
everybody”? 

On the other hand what 
would you say about a team 
occupying a playoff place 
for most of the season 
and then — when it mat- 
tered most — completely 
faltering and picking up just 
ten points in their last ten 
games? No need to say this 
team didn’t make it to the 
playoffs. 

How could they anyway 
if their manager was re- 
duced to having to call just 
about anyone in his phone- 
book to ask if somebody 
had a spare goalkeeper for 
the last two critical games 
of the season...? 

Kelvin Thomas the chair- 
man has done a fantastic 
job in bringing some much 
needed sense of stabil- 
ity to the club and with the 
help of the board sorted 


out financial problems that 
have been plaguing OUFC 
for years. But we all need 
to ask ourselves now where 
we are going from here. In 
my opinion more investment 
is badly needed in the club. 
Why was it that on the back 
of almost every match pro- 
gramme the list of Oxford 
United players was shorter 
than the one of the opposi- 
tion team? Why did we have 
to let go players like Lee 
Holmes or Asa Hall? | will 
not mention this ridiculous 
goalkeeper situation again. 

On the whole, serious 
questions need to be asked 
sooner rather than later. 
The last season confirmed 
that you cannot get out of 
this league on the budget 
OUFC are trying to operate 
on. So are we happy where 
we are? | hope not. After all 
a team who did double on 
Swindon deserves better. 

See you all at the stands 
again - the first game of the 
new 2012/2013 season is 
away against Bristol Rovers 
on 18 August. Come on you 
Yellows! 


